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Bake Sale Success!

Thank you to everyone who helped to support our Bake Sale last weekend! We raised $570 to support
our 4-H clubs and programs! We had some very energetic members staffing the table and moving
through the whole store to spread the word about our goodies!

Exploration Days Orientation: Saturday,
May 18

Wexford County Exploration Days Orientation on
Saturday, May 18 starting at 2 pm at The Pines Bowling
Alley. We will start out with our orientation, then wrap
up with pizza and bowling to get to know each other a
bit. All costs are covered by the 4-H program. If
possible, a parent/guardian should attend so everyone
is on the same page.

Tractor Supply Fundraiser is Underway!

April 24th kicked off our Spring Paper Clover Campaign at Tractor Supply Co. in Cadillac! Round up at
the register to support growing the next generation of strong leaders in our community! Wexford and
Missaukee County 4-H programs split the county portion of the proceeds and award youth scholarships
to attend opportunities for leadership development. NOW EXTENDED TO MAY 12!



Puppy Raisers Wanted!

Looking for a new way to give back to your community? Ready to try something new in your 4-H Dog
project? Leader Dogs for the Blind is looking for puppy raisers! Participating families can select the time
commitment that works best for them, including a 6 month program, 12-15 month program, or a co-
raising program with another household! Your family can help a person who is blind or visually
impaired regain independence, while creating life changing moments and growing in your 4-H Dog
Program skills! For full details, please see the attached flyer or reach out to 4-H staff.
To help answer any questions you may have, we are hosting an informational zoom session with
Question and Answer at 12pm EST on Saturday, May 18th. For other questions, or if you have
accessibility needs, please reach out to Kat VanDouser at Krollkat@msu.edu or 517-552-6903.

Register Here

mailto:Krollkat@msu.edu
https://bit.ly/4HLeaderDogs24


Animal Project Opportunities

Recently, highly pathogenic avian influenza
(HPAI) has been detected in cattle, cats and
commercial poultry flocks across the country and
Michigan. MSU Extension and its state partners
are continuing to monitor the situation and
providing outreach to help mitigate the spread of
HPAI. Livestock and poultry owners are strongly
encouraged to take proactive measures to defend
against additional outbreaks in Michigan. Check
out the following resources helpful information on
biosecurity:

How you can reduce biosecurity risks in 4-
H projects (8 part series)
Biosecurity for Dairy and Beef Cattle
Farms
Remain Vigilant to Protect against HPAI
Avian Influenza

NORTHERN DISTRICT FAIR REMINDERS:

All market projects are required to complete a record book while raising the animal. This can
include photos and weights from day 1, so be sure to look at your record books now: NDF
Record Books
4-H fitting and showmanship guides explain the steps to showing the animal for judging and are
available on our website for those looking to practice: About Wexford 4-H - Wexford County
(msu.edu)

NDF Youth Department

Teen Topics

Starting this Summer! Wexford 4-H Teen Committee

https://www.canr.msu.edu/news/how_you_can_reduce_biosecurity_risks_in_4_h_projects_part_1?utm_source=cc&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=extensiondigests
http://www.canr.msu.edu/resources/biosecurity-for-dairy-and-beef-cattle-farms
http://www.canr.msu.edu/news/small-scale-and-backyard-poultry-owners-should-remain-vigilant-to-protect-against-highly-pathogenic-avian-influenza
https://www.canr.msu.edu/avian_influenza/
https://northerndistrictfair.org/record-books
https://www.canr.msu.edu/wexford/wexford_county_4_h/general-info
https://mylc.4honline.com/


Email Kate to Join

Wexford 4-H Members ages 13-19 are invited to
join the new teen committee of the Leaders
Council!

What teens will do:
plan fun events for 4-H families to meet
each other
help the 4-H leaders understand what
teens in our communities want
learn how groups work together to make
decisions and keep records
help direct the 4-H program into the
future, like ideas for fundraisers
act as role models for younger 4-H'ers to
look up to
represent 4-H at community, statewide,
and national events

Feedback Wanted

Michigan 4-H is looking for
feedback from youth ages 13-18
regarding their experience in 4-
H. You will be receiving a survey
and information in your email
through 4-H Online. Please take
some time to help us improve
Michigan 4-H and our county
programs by completing the
survey. The survey can be
accessed here or from the email
you will receive. For questions,
contact Kathy Fischer at
fisch226@msu.edu .

Take the
Survey

​Adulting 101: Build &
Protect Your Credit

May 15 | 5 PM

Learn why your credit matters,
how to start obtaining credit and
how to manage it.

Adulting 101

Great Lakes & Natural
Resources Camp

Registration Open! July 28-
August 3 | Presque Isle County
Young teens have fun and
amazing outdoor hands-on
learning experiences as they go
charter fishing, snorkeling,
sailing, hike through forests,
wade through wetlands, explore
dunes and more! Camp will be
held at Camp Chickagami in
Presque Isle, on the shores of
Lake Esau. This year’s camper
fee is $500 per camper and
includes 6 nights of lodging, all
meals and snacks, a t-shirt, and
experiential learning. Camper
age is 13-15 and they do not
need to be a 4-H’er to
attend. *Wexford County
scholarships available to assist
with costs.

Learn More

Volunteer Vault

mailto:kingka26@msu.edu
mailto:fisch226@msu.edu
https://4hcouncil.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_aYsiWmYMmnZtAGi
https://www.canr.msu.edu/events/adulting-101-2024
https://www.canr.msu.edu/4_h_great_lakes_natural_resources_camp/


Apply to Volunteer

Start a New Club:
Babysitting

Wexford County 4-H has hosted
several short-term babysitting
training programs over the last
few years. Many of these
members would be interested in
a club they can join after the
training to keep learning as they
start their babysitting
businesses. Requires 6 meetings
over the year on your schedule.

Take Over an Existing
Club: Sewing Club

Wexford 4-H is seeking 2
volunteers with sewing
experience to assist and/or lead
sewing club meetings in the
coming year. Our club is very
popular and could expand in the
near future. We have many
supplies waiting to be used, a
class set of machines, and many
resources available to support
volunteers.

Start A Short-term Club:
Self-Defense

Would you be interested in
teaching teens about personal
safety, situational awareness,
self-defense, and mental and
physical health? We have
interest in a summer club
geared towards teens that are
going off to college. Requires 6-
8 meetings on your schedule.

To learn more about volunteering, contact Kate:
Kingka26@msu.edu | 231-779-9480

4-H Volunteer Webinar Series

Join Michigan 4-H on May 13 at Noon or 7pm for Preparing 4-
Hers for Fairs and Showcases. As summer approaches, there
are many opportunities for youth to showcase their skills and
knowledge. 4-H volunteers have an important role in helping
youth develop their interview skills, public speaking,
presentation, and leadership skills as they participate in a
variety of events and activities.

Upcoming sessions:
Preparing for Fair, May 13
Managing Risks, May 22

Each session is offered at noon and at 7 pm. Registration and
recordings are available through the link below.

Webinar Series

4-H Foundation Opens 24-25 Grant Cycle

Awarded annually, the Michigan 4-H Foundation recently
opened their grant and award opportunities for the 2024-
2025 season. Open to 4-H volunteer leaders, members and
staff, the grants and awards support local 4-H clubs and
county programs, as well as recognize members of the 4-H
community. All applications are due June 1.  
Opportunities include: 

Michigan 4-H Legacy Grants of $1,000.  These grants

https://msu.samaritan.com/custom/502/volunteer_home
https://www.canr.msu.edu/volunteering/mi-4-h-volunteer-webinar-series


are awarded to support development of a new
program or initiative or to strengthen, enhance or
expand a current program that is making a difference.
​4-H On-Target Grants of $500.  These grants support
4-H Shooting Sports programs to enhance existing
programs, develop a new program or offer a special
experience related to 4-H Shooting Sports. 
The Collins 4-H Youth Horticulture Grant of $500.  This
grant is available only to 4-H youth clubs and
supports advancement of club work in plant science
and horticulture activities.
4-H Educational Garden Grants of $1,000.  These
grants support the creation of local 4-H educational
gardens in Michigan. 
Michigan Farm Bureau 4-H Excellence in Agriculture
Award (includes $1,000 grant). This award recognizes
outstanding 4-H agricultural volunteers that have exhibited excellence in 4-H youth education
and leadership development. 

Grant Application

4-H Alumni & Supporters Walking
Challenge

Starting May 5th, MSU Extension will host
another 4-H Alumni & Supporters Walking
Challenge, where participants will track their
miles walked and compete for a top spot in the
contest! Each week, top contestants will win a 4-
H swag prize and the county who logs the most
miles throughout the whole challenge will earn a
$100 cash prize for their county 4-H program!
Random weekly winners will also be chosen
amongst registered participants who have
actively engaged in the contest during the
previous week.  

Walking Registration

2024 Host Family Applications Open!

What: 2024 Inbound Host Family Applications
have opened!
Increase: Due to the popularity of this exchange
here in Michigan we have been approved to
increase from only 13 participants this past year
to 20 in 2024
When: Arrival (tentative) in Grand Rapids from
July 21 to August 16
How: A host family completes the States’ 4-H
International Exchange Programs online
application and have a youth to match as a host
brother/sister (be within 3 years of age), be
Michigan 4-H adult Gold Volunteers, participate in
an interview and home visit process. 
Applications to host:  www.states4hexchange.org

Questions: contact Jan Brinn brinn@msu.edu or Co-Coordinator John Wurm wurmj@msu.edu.

Learn More

https://mi4hfdtn.org/grants/
https://events.anr.msu.edu/WalkingChallenge/
http://www.states4hexchange.org
mailto:brinn@msu.edu
mailto:wurmj@msu.edu
https://www.canr.msu.edu/international_exchange_programs/hosting-inbound/


County Calendar

 

MAY 13

 
Wexford Whatevers / The Grands Meeting
5 pm | Wexford County Fair Grounds

Join Makayla to learn how to raise, show, and sell animals. Ages 5-19

 

MAY 16

 
Northern District Fair Board Meeting
6 pm | Fair Office (199 E 13th St. Cadillac)

Volunteers are needed to make the fair a success. Monthly meetings are held on
the 3rd Thursday at 6 pm.

 

MAY 18

 
Exploration Days Orientation
2 pm| The Pines Bowling Alley

All members attending Exploration Days are required to attend orientation.

 

MAY 18

 
Missaukee Cluck, Hop, & Wiggle Show
10 AM | Falmouth

 
MAY 20-
JUNE 2

 
4-H Office Closed

Kate will be attending the 4-H Military Partnership Conference in D.C. and taking
a week's vacation before diving into summer programming. She will not be
available to assist you, but our MSU Extension office will still be open.

 

MAY 21

 
High Horizons 4-H Club First Meeting
TBD | Fairboard Office

Join Candy to learn about Rabbits, Poultry, and Goats. Ages 5-19

 

MAY 22

 
Wild Ones Club Meeting
5:30 pm | Carl T Johnson Center

Join Kate on the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays of each month for fun hands-on
adventures and activities relating to nature. Ages 5-19. *Seeking New Leader*

 

MAY 28

 
Wexford Leaders Council Meeting
5:30 pm | TBD

Wexford County Volunteers, members, and parents plan events, support
scholarships, and direct the program into the future! Please join us.

 

MAY 30

 
Spot On Shooting Club Meeting
6:30 pm | Cadillac Sportsmans Club

Learn to use the air rifle in this joint club with Missaukee County 4-H. Ages 9-19

Click Here for Full List of Statewide Events

https://www.canr.msu.edu/4h/Events/index?page=1&contentTypeOption=calendarEvent&tag=4-h&tagUsage=or&siteContext=&hideHomePage=#results


Wexford County 4-H
231-779-9480
Kingka26@msu.edu
Wexford County 4 ⁠- ⁠H

Connect with us

    

MSU is an affirmative-action, equal-opportunity employer, committed to achieving excellence through a diverse workforce and inclusive culture that
encourages all people to reach their full potential. Michigan State University Extension programs and materials are open to all without regard to race,
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veteran status. Issued in furtherance of MSU Extension work, acts of May 8 and June 30, 1914, in cooperation with the U.S. Department of Agriculture.
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